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Abstract

This paper investigates the role of linguistic meaning in the derivation of juristic rulings, with
particular focus on explicit and implicit divorce expressions in Islamic law. Divorce terminology
represents a sensitive and consequential area of personal status jurisprudence, as legal outcomes
often hinge on subtle differences in wording and semantic clarity. The central problem addressed in
this study concerns the variation in the semantic force of divorce expressions and its implications for
determining whether legal effects follow automatically or are contingent upon the speaker’s intent
and contextual indicators.

The study seeks to clarify the concept of semantic indication (dalalat al-alfaz) and its classifications
within the framework of usul al-figh, to delineate the distinction between explicit and implicit divorce
in both linguistic and juristic terms, and to assess the impact of semantic variation on legal rulings,
particularly in relation to intention and evidentiary presumptions. The research employs an inductive
and analytical methodology, drawing on Qur’anic texts, Prophetic traditions, and classical juristic
discourse, and examining them through established principles of legal theory. A practical dimension
is incorporated through the analysis of representative divorce expressions and their legal
implications.

The study concludes that semantic clarity constitutes a decisive factor in legal determination. Explicit
divorce expressions produce legal effect upon utterance without reliance on intent, whereas implicit
expressions require either a clear intention or supporting contextual evidence. The findings
underscore the importance of integrating linguistic analysis with juristic reasoning to ensure precision
in legal judgment and to mitigate disputes in contemporary family law practice.
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